
 

Dear Wayne State University speech and debate alumni, colleagues, and friends, 

After 13 years at the helm of Wayne State’s prestigious debate and speech program, I am 

shifting to a new position in the Fall to follow other professional opportunities within the 

university. Next year, I will become the Director of Graduate Studies in the Department of 

Communication, overseeing the administration and development of our program. I was offered 

an opportunity to do something different and after much reflection, I decided that I want to move 

away from competitive speech and debate activities.  

It has been my honor to serve as the Director of Forensics. During my tenure, working 

with Dr. Ronald Stevenson and several wonderful graduate assistant coaches, WSU has achieved 

many great accomplishments. We earned the top speaker award at the National Debate 

Tournament (a program first), finished in the top 20 team sweepstakes rankings for the American 

Forensic Association (a program first), won an NFA individual events championship, a National 

Speech Championship individual championship, a state individual events sweepstakes title, 

several individual state IE champions, and several top IE national placings. We also reached the 

semifinals of the CEDA and NDT debate championship twice. More importantly, we have 

graduated several notable alumni who have gone on to start successful careers in business, 

education, law, medicine, and technology. Several of them obtained advanced degrees at some of 

nation’s top graduate programs.  

 I am not leaving the program because anything is wrong with it or me. I will always love 

competitive debate and forensic activities, especially those at Wayne State. I will remain one of 

its strongest supporters and always will advocate for the program. Indeed, in my new role, I will 

be able to support the program in many ways. Overall, this was an incredibly difficult personal 

decision.  

I would not have made this decision if I had any doubts about its ramifications on the 

long-term viability of our program. Fortunately, Wayne State University speech and debate 

remain as strong as ever. We enjoy incredible support from our alumni. Both Dean Seeger and 

Dr. Maguire, our department chair, strongly support the program and its place in the department, 

college, and university. However, I decided to make my move as we happen to be in a state of 

transition on many levels. At one level, we are graduating several of our best competitors over 

the last several years. At another level, we have some coaching staff graduating or moving on to 

other positions. These changes are all normal and not unusual. In the 2019-2020 season, we will 

field competitive policy and public forum debate teams and an individual events team. Despite 

these changes, the values and traditions that make this a great program will continue. We will 

have new faces on these teams, but we all look forward to what the future holds.  

Dr. Ronald Stevenson will be taking over as the Director of Forensics. As you all know, 

he has served as the Director of Debate and Assistant Director of Forensics since 2001. Before 



that, Ron was a highly successful undergraduate competitor for the Wayne State debate team. 

Ron understands the values and traditions of the Wayne program better than anyone and the 

program is in good hands through this transition. I will remain at Wayne State to assist Ron to 

ensure that the transition is as smooth as possible. We will be hiring a new Director of Debate to 

support the overall program.  

To all the alumni, my colleagues, friends, and students, I want to thank you all for 

everything that competitive speech and debate activities has given me in my 30 years of 

involvement as a student, coach, and director. My introduction to these activities was truly 

transformative. The thing that has made it special over all these years has been the wonderful 

students and people I have met along the way. I cannot begin to thank all of you enough for 

making my time in the activity enjoyable and meaningful. While I am stepping away from 

formal involvement in these activities, this is hardly goodbye. I look forward to seeing WSU 

debate and speech succeed in the years to come. 

Sincerely, 

Kelly Young  

 

I am excited to announce that I have accepted the position of Director of Forensics at 

Wayne State University starting in the Fall of 2019.  I look forward continuing the long history 

of speech and debate excellence at Wayne in this new role. Moving into this position is the 

culmination of a great many years spent working with this outstanding program.  I competed as a 

Tartar from 1990 to1995 and returned to start coaching as a graduate assistant debate coach in 

1998.  In 2001, I became the Assistant Director of Forensics and from 2005 to the present have 

been the Director of Debate. 

I would like to thank Dr. Kelly Young for all the time and effort he has put into directing 

this squad for the last decade.  Under his leadership, Wayne State forensics has achieved success 

at the highest levels. His dedication and hard work for the team will be greatly missed, but we 

are lucky to still have him at Wayne to assist with the transition and continue his strong support 

of the program as the new Director of Graduate Studies. 

Although this marks a change in leadership, there will be great continuity in the way the 

team is administered.  I have long thought of this program as the “house that George built” and 

consider it much like a family business.  With that in mind I will do my best to continue the 

time-honored traditions that George and Kelly have put in place that make Wayne speech and 

debate a nationally distinguished program.  The cornerstone of our forensics program has been to 

provide a quality educational experience to students, regardless of prior experience, that will 

develop critical thinking skills they can use for the rest of their lives.  It is that experience, that 

has benefitted so many, that I will continue to develop and cultivate in future students as the next 

Director of Forensics.    

Both Dean Seeger and Dr.  Maguire, department chair, have expressed their strong 

support and commitment to the long tradition of speech activities at Wayne State.  As part of that 



commitment, the department will be seeking a new director of debate.  This will help insure that 

the resources are available to support student recruitment, travel and coaching.  Dean Seeger and 

Dr. Maguire both understand that the forensics program is one of the gems of Wayne State and 

they will continue to provide the support necessary for success.  

 

Sincerely, 

Ronald J. Stevenson 

 

 


